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Introduction

1

Arizona students in grades 2-9 take the Stanford Achievement Test, Ninth Edition each spring. 
The Stanford 9 measures basic skills in reading, language and math, including comprehension 
and grammar. The Arizona Department of Education (ADE) reports scores as National Percen-
tile Ranks which show how well students at each school scored in relation to their peers.

This Report provides a comparison between scores in schools where Spalding is taught and 
district, state and national norms. Arizona charter schools are grouped together as they are in 
the ADE Report. Multiple Spalding schools in the same district are also grouped. The national 
portion of this Report provides student achievement data for Spalding schools in California, 
Wyoming, and Colorado.

 
It is important to note that the district and state scores published by the ADE include Spalding 
schools. Thus, district and state averages are higher than they would otherwise be, and differ-
ences between Spalding schools and district and state averages are not as large as they would 
be if Spalding schools were not included. 
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Arizona Schools

Nine public and charter schools in Arizona met Spalding’s 
criteria for inclusion in the Arizona section of this 2003-2004 
Special Report.

All Spalding schools scored higher on the Reading and 
Language portions of the Stanford 9 test than the federal, 
state, and district norms. 

Arizona has 203 elementary school districts with 1130 public 
and charter schools. Of this large number of AZ schools, 
Cheyenne Traditional, Alhambra Traditional, and Valley 
Academy outscored all others based on reading and 
language scores through grade 8. 

National Schools

1. Village Christian (page 14) Sun Valley, CA was also tested 
by the Stanford Achievement Test. This school ranged 19 to 
35 percentile points above the national average in reading 
and 31 to 39 points above in language.

2. Fort Caspar Academy (page 15) Casper, WY was tested in 
the reading category by the norm-referenced Northwest 
Evaluation Association system. School cumulative reading 
scores were 23 percent higher than the equivalent district 
score.

3. The Classical Academy (page 16) Colorado Springs, CO 
was tested by the Iowa Test of Basic Skills. Average School 
Reading scores ranged 31 to 33 percentile points above the 
national, and school language scores ranged 25 to 32 points 
above the national.

Schools that use Spalding

SEI is often asked if Spalding is primarily a Traditional School 
program.  Still others think we are involved in the formation of 
Charter schools in which Spalding is taught. Both assump-
tions are incorrect. Spalding is used in roughly 500 public, 
private, traditional and charter schools throughout the United 
States. It is also used in a number of schools in Australia 
(under the auspices of Spalding, Australia), and is being 
pioneered in Singapore, Honduras and London. In all 
venues, types of school vary and SEI was invited to provide 
training.

In some cases, parents organize Traditional schools and 
specify The Spalding MethodTM as the language arts 
program. In other instances, the decision to train teachers in 
The Spalding Method is administratively made because of 
the long record of exemplary student achievement in schools 
where teachers are Spalding-trained.  The data show Spald-
ing students, regardless of school organization and type of 
assessment, consistently score above district, state, and 
national norms.  

Assessments

For example, for the past 8 years Arizona schools have been 
using the Stanford 9 Standardized Achievement Test, an 
objective, external measure of student learning which 
provides a comparison of AZ students’ progress with 
students across the country.

Other states may use other tests or combinations of tests. 
Fort Caspar Academy in Wyoming uses the The Wyoming 
Comprehensive Assessment System, (WyCAS) which 
includes two types of tests. One measures students’ 
progress in meeting Wyoming performance standards and 
the other (The Northwest Evaluation Association Test) is a 
norm-referenced test that compares Wyoming students to a 
nationally representative sample of similar-aged students. 
See page 15. The Classical Academy in Colorado uses the 
Iowa Test of Basic Skills. See page 16. Village Christian 
Schools in California (see page 14) also uses the Stanford 9.  

Schools in this Report

Only Spalding Accredited schools, i.e. schools whose 
language arts staffs have completed Spalding’s Professional 
Development Program (SPDP) and Candidates for Accredi-
tation are included in SEI’s annual Special Report. 

Spalding Accreditation means that all language arts teachers 
have completed 90 hours of instruction and every grade level 
has at least one Spalding Certified Teacher (SCT) on staff to 
provide follow-up and staff support. To be a Candidate 
School, all language arts teachers have completed the 90 
hours of Spalding instruction, there is at least one Spalding 
Certified Teacher-Instructor (SCTI) on staff, and observations 
for grade-level SCT candidates are planned. 

Schools that are using The Spalding Method in varying 
degrees and whose teachers have had some, a little, or no 
training in The Spalding Method are not included in this 
report. Research shows that the quality of teaching makes a 
huge difference in educational achievement, especially for 
low-performing students. Spalding courses include all the 
components identified by The National Reading Panel as 
essential to literacy. Unless teachers are prepared to explain 
language concepts accurately and completely, and use the 
research-based procedures specified in The Writing Road to 
Reading©, they cannot be said to be teaching The Spalding 
Method.
 
Highly Qualified Teachers

Spalding Professional Development meets federal require-
ments in the No Child Left Behind legislation, which specify 
that teachers should be “highly qualified.”  To be  "highly 
qualified" a teacher must be demonstrably proficient in his or 
her subject matter.  NCLB specifies that Professional Devel-
opment must have a “lasting impact on classroom instruction 
and teachers performance…,” should not be “1-day or short-
term workshops…” and should include methods of teaching 
children with special needs. The 90 hours of Spalding Profes-
sional Development, and on-site follow-up, prepare teachers 
to meet that requirement.

Spalding School Accreditation signifies that a school’s 
language arts teachers are “highly qualified” as required by 
NCLB and that it is accurate to say that The Spalding Method 
is being taught. 
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