Succeeding

in Reading
with The Spalding Method

Teaching Children to
Read, Write and Spell




A Complete Language Arts Approach

The Spalding Method is a total language arts approach that is effective
with both general and special education students, including those for
whom English is not their first language. The Spalding Method provides
explicit, integrated instruction in spelling, writing, listening and reading
comprehension. Each daily lesson is integrated around this language
arts circle.

Language Arts Circle

Spelling

¢ Phonemic Awareness

¢ Phonograms with Handwriting
* High Frequency Vocabulary

e English Rules and Concepts

Reading Writing

e |iterary Appreciation e Sentence Construction
e Text Structures e Composition

e Comprehension Actions




How It Started

After earning a hachelor’s degree from the University of linois
and a4 master's degree from Columbia University, Romalda Spalding
discovered that she was not prepared for teaching all children 1o
read and wrile s

Her search for a reading method that empowered children 1o
become fluent, thoughtful readers and writers led her in 1938 1w

shed neurologist Dr. Samuel T. Orion. He specialized

the children
techniques
than her regul:
Drawing on what she learned from
Dr. Orton and her own experience

General Hospital, Children's Hospital
at Harvard Medical School, and as
a classroom teacher in public and
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Over the course of spelling, the children leamn twenty-nine rules,
as needed to spell the words. For example, vowels a, e, o and o usvally
say their names at the end of a word. Given 70 phonograms and
twenty-nine rules, they cin spell about 80 percent of English words.

In conjunction with the spelling, a simple marking svstem is taught.
For example, both letters of a two-letter phonogram are underlined.
This shows that they go together to form one sound (boat). Litdle
numbers are used 1o indicate which sound is being vsed. There are
five of these marking conventions,

\s soon as the class learns them (which is almost immediately),
the smudents mark the word they have just written. In this way, spelling
and marking become a problem-solving seminar, with everyone deeply
absorbed in doing some of the best analytical thinking of their lives.

When about 150 words are in the spelling notebooks, reading begins,
A major shock for new Spalding teachers is that reading is never taught
It just happens. Afier practicing phonograms, sequential word smalysis,
and graphic marking, children can read. They simply pick up a book
and start reading, (It is, of course, a pretty exciting day.) They fly right
over the basal readers with their impoverished vocabularies, and start
in with good children’s literature, Becanse they already know how 1o
decode the words, they start right in thinking and reasoning aboul
content. From the very first day of reading, the emphasis can be on ideas,
information, forming inferences, tracing implications, and the like.




Learn More

Our Mission is to prepare highly qualified teachers and proficient
parent educators. SEl maintains an ongoing schedule of training
and certification, and sells a broad range of Spalding materials for
classrooms and home schooling. For more information or to receive
our quarterly newsletter, please call, contact us by email or visit our
website, www.spalding.org,

Spalding Education International
2814 W. Bell Road, Suite 1405
Phoenix, AZ 85053

phone: 602-866-7801

fax: 602-866-T488
email:stalf@spalding.org

Testimonials

In Schoaling, Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1990,

Dr. Sylvia Farnham-Diggory explains how Spalding-taught

children learn to read almost without knowing it.
“Spalding's most remarkable contribution is her invention of a
marking system that enables children to connect spelling rules
to reading, The system consists of five simple conventions.,
Using those conventions, studenis leam to mark the words they
hiave spelled, in an atmosphere of problem solving. First the words
are separated into syllables, and then the syllables are marked..,
in notebooks, which evenmally become personal glossaries filled
with hundreds of marked words ... After spelling a word, the
student reflects upon it and abstracts both its components and
the rules they embody.” (pp. 127-128)







